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Cheh-yuan resigned in the face of Japanese pressure.
Chang was again very indignant, and said in a public
speech: "After September iSth (the Mukden inci-
dent) we made the mistake of believing that our
appeals to the League of Nations and our invocation
of other peace agreements would save us. When we
retreated then, we hoped for outside help. Now all
this dream has vanished. It is clear that we must help
ourselves; we must make life from death. The Gov-
ernment should now mobilise the whole forces of the
country to resist Japan*"
These statements are of interest in showing that,
even before he went to Sian, Chang Hsueh-liang was
becoming strongly critical of the policy of the Central
Government, though he remained personally loyal to
Chiang Kai-shek. But in October the order came for
him to take his army up into the North-west to meet
the newly arrived Communist forces. At this time he
seems to have been persuaded from Nanking that
"bandit suppression" was indeed the first stage of
resistance to Japan.
On his arrival in Sian, Chang was especially anxious
to "get results" in his anti-Communist campaigns,
as the Kuomintang Session was meeting shortly, and
he had already been accused of negligence of his
duties. He gave orders for an immediate attack. But
he received a very severe shock when, in two suc-
cessive engagements, his troops were badly defeated.
Two of his best divisions, the icist and zogth, went
over to the Reds; in both cases, the Divisional Com-
manders had been killed in the fighting.
This was the last serious campaign that Chang led
against the Red Armies, At the end of 1935, he was